
Appendix to Rule 4123:1-3-16 
  

DECOMPRESSION TABLES 
 

Explanation:  
 
The decompression tables are computed for working chamber pressures from zero 

to fourteen pounds, and from fourteen to fifty pounds per square inch gauge inclusive by 
two-pound increments and for exposure times for each pressure extending from one-half 
to over eight hours inclusive. Decompressions will be conducted by two or more stages 
with a maximum of four stages, the latter for a working chamber pressure of forty pounds 
per square inch gauge or over.  
 

Stage 1 consists of a reduction in ambient pressure ranging from ten to a 
maximum of sixteen pounds per square inch, but in no instance will the pressure be 
reduced below four pounds at the end of stage one. This reduction in pressure in stage 
one will always take place at a rate not greater than five pounds per minute.  
 

Further reduction in pressure will take place during stage two and subsequent 
stages as required at a slower rate, but in no event at a rate greater than one pound per 
minute.  
 

Decompression Table No. 1 indicates in the body of the table the total 
decompression time in minutes for various combinations of working chamber pressure 
and exposure time.  
 

Decompression Table No. 2 indicates for the same various combinations of 
working chamber pressure and exposure time the following:  

 
a. The number of stages required;  
b. The reduction in pressure and the terminal pressure for each required 

stage;  
c. The time in minutes through which the reduction in pressure is 

accomplished for each required stage; and  
d. The pressure reduction rate in minutes per pound for each required stage.  

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: The Pressure Reduction in Each Stage is Accomplished at a 
Uniform Rate. Do Not Interpolate Between Values Shown on the Tables. Use the Next 
Higher Value of Working Chamber Pressure or Exposure Time Should the Actual 
Working Chamber Pressure or the Actual Exposure Time, Respectively, Fall Between 
Those for Which Calculated Values Are Shown in the Body of the Tables. 
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